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The Vienna conference was successful! Those who attended had the opportunity to socialise with 
other colleagues from all over the world and listen to the many professional papers presented. Some 
of us also had a chance to enjoy the atmosphere of Vienna and visit some of the many cultural 
events that took place in the city.  
During Friday and Saturday preceding, the conference the EFEE working groups had their meetings 
and the EFEE Board and Council meetings took place. The next conference will be held in 2009, in 
Budapest, and at the Vienna Council meeting three member countries expressed their interest in 
hosting the 2011 conference. The countries were Poland, Russia and Portugal. It was decided that 
the respective countries should forward a detailed proposal to the EFEE Board so a final decision 
can be made at the next Council meeting that will be held in Budapest, in April 2008.  
This issue of the EFEE Newsletter is prepared by the Newsletter Committee and our newly 
appointed Chairman Johan Finsteen Gjødvad. If you have some interesting work, a success story , 
information of common interest you would like to share with the readers, please contact Johan  (see 
e-mail address below) and he will happy to assist and discuss an article by you. 
 
Roger Holmberg, EFEE President 
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There have been a few changes made to the newsletter since the last edition in August. They were 
introduced to try to give the readers a more functional product. For consistency, there is now an 
email address allocated especially for the newsletter – newsletter@efee.eu,  as from this Edition on, 
all the newsletter issues, such as submissions of articles, suggestions or subscriptions will be dealt 
with through this address. 
 
In the future the newsletter will try to oblige wishes of decreasing the size of the newsletter, mainly 
to increase downloading speed. Therefore the future newsletter will be a simple text format with 
links to the full version, without pictures and finally links to the single article. This way the reader 
will be able to download a newsletter suitable for his/her needs. 
Finally the newsletter will do its outmost to include articles from a member nation in every edition. 
This will not only be a good chance to promote one’s skills, but also be a good way to share 
knowledge with others 
 
Johan Finsteen Gjødvad, Chairman of the Newsletter committee 
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Looking back at the newly held conference in Vienna all figures tell of a growing success for the 
World Conference. The purpose of the World Conference is to give delegates an excellent 
opportunity to view the latest innovations and technologies, to listen to over 45 papers being 
presented on topics such as: fragmentation, vibrations, detonators, demoltion and health & safety. 
Furthermore the conference provides a great opportunity for networking and developing 
international business links.  
 
For the first time an afternoon workshop was held prior to the conference covering Vibration and 
Demolition this was attended by over 100 delegates who listen to 6 different presentations. 
 
The main conference was attended by over 450 participants from 47 different countries, originating 
from such far away places as “Algeria to Brazil and Canada to Australia.. 
 
Running in conjunction to the presentations is a large exhibition with over 40 exhibition booths 
where the following companies exhibited: 3G Software & Measurement, 3M, Advanced Energetics, 
Austin Powder, CEMTA, Chr.Otto Pape, Davey Bickford, EFEE, Expancel, Frans Vermee Gmbh, 
geo-konzept Gmbh, GPN, Instantel, ISEE, JOHNEX EXPLOSIVES, Lubrizol, MAXAM 
EUROPE, Measurement Devices Ltd, MOCAP / Vari-Stem Plugs, Moojin & AP, MREL, 
NITROERG S.A, NOMIS Seismographs, NORMET CORPORATION, ORICA, Potters Europe, 
Proyectos Mineros ICAM, S.L, Rockmate, Rockmore International Gmbh, Sandvik, Tradestar 
Corporation, Transkem International Forwarder, TREAD Corporation, Valeron Strength Films, 
VIBROCK LIMITED, White Industrial Seismology.INc 
 
Therefore we can only say “Auf 
wiedersehen Vienna” and thank 
the local host Verband der 
Sprengbefugten Österreichs 
represented by the president 
Heinz Berger, and not to forget 
Tyler events. Finally, thanking 
both for their great, joint effort 
that has made this possible.  
 
Having said “see you later” 
EFEE can now turn around, and 
look forward to the next world 
conference in Budapest, 
Hungary, in April 26-28 2009 
and say “Szia Budapest”. 

 
The 4th  EFEE World Conference, Vienna 2007 
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The 2009 EFEE world conference will be held in Budapest, Hungary  
April 26-28 at the InterContinental hotel dark building to the left. 

At the moment of writing, EFEE 
still does not have any association 
from Hungary as a National 
member, but the EFEE Board are 
hoping, this will be a reality 
before the conference. 
 
The 5th Conference will be held 
in the springtime in order not to 
clash, with the FRAGBLAST 9, 
Symposium, which will take 
place in Grenada, Spain 
September 13-17 2009. With this 
in mind, first call for papers, for 
the EFEE conference, is set for 
June 2008. 

Johan Finsteen Gjødvad, Chairman of the Newsletter committee 
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The 4th EUEXCERT progress meeting was held in 
Coimbra, Portugal in October 3rd and 4th. The progress 
meeting was preceded by a workshop titled “Training in 
Explosives in Portugal” from the 1st till 2nd of October.  
 
Including people from military, police forces and experts 
from the civil sector (pyrotechnics and explosives), there 
were close to 90 participants. The workshop gave a 
global view of the training on explosives and had the 
contribution of some partners in EUExcert project 
(www.euxcert.org). At this EUEXCERT meeting two 
new partners have joined the project: Lithuania and Estonia.  The constitution of an Association on 
the training of explosives in Europe was discussed during the workshop. The dissemination and 
movement of teachers, specialists or students continued to be discussed as also the validation of 
competences in Europe. 
 
José Carlos Gois, Vice-president and EUExcert envoy 
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The training requirements of personnel within the EFEE sector of activities are covered in two 
EFEE documents. The member societies have a common understanding of the needs for joint 
tutorial guidelines. During the recent meetings in Brussels and Vienna we reached a platform of 
understanding on further actions. 
 
The application for governmental support through EU is now under preparation by the committee 
chairman and his team. Deadline for the application is set to 31st January 2008. E-mails on possible 
participation as project partners have been dispatched to the committee members. Some confirmed 
their readiness to participate in Vienna, and some had to discuss this matter within their societies. 
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We need say 5 to 8 partners, a larger reference group and a quality control party. The partners 
should come from many countries, representing a mix of expertise  and a good geographical spread.   
 
A partner must have access to internet. They (with support of local resources) must be interested in 
the project’s objectives, able to communicate preferably in English, have competence in demolition 
or rock blasting and also be able to spend time on the agreed duties. The costs and work will be 
compensated for, maybe not in full but at reasonable rates. The overall objectives of the project are: 

�  To support training activities and the use of knowledge, skills and qualifications within 
demolition and rock blasting work in Europe.  

�  To support improvements in quality and innovation in vocational education within 
demolition and rock blasting.   

�  To enhance the attractiveness of vocational education and training and mobility for 
employers and individuals within Europe 

An application could be submitted in several countries. In Norway the authorities say the chances 
are fair, depends of the quality of the application. If you have additional information in this respect, 
please let us know. 

Aslak Ravlo, Shotfiring Committee 
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The text you are reading right now could have been submitted by you. This space is your chance to, 
share knowledge with other people in the field of demolition and mining. Here you can promote 
your work results, research projects, association and/or company.  
 
In the future, this spot will contain articles from the national member countries, or private member 
countries. The newsletter is sent out to all national associations connected to EFEE, who will 
distribute it to their respective members. Furthermore, individual members and several non-
European associations will receive the newsletter. In other words, this space is an unusual chance to 
communicate your work, as well as receive news from the world of mining and demolition.   
 
With this said, I hope you all will spend half an hour or more to prepare an interesting article, in 
English, from your research project, national association, company or experience. 
 
I am looking to bring some interesting articles, in the next Newsletter in February 2008. 
 
Johan Finsteen Gjødvad, Chairman of the Newsletter committee 
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2007 
 

Sept 9-11 
Oct 8-11 
Nov 5-7 
Nov 15-16 
Nov 27-29 

The 4th EFEE World Conference on Expl and Blasting 
Europyro 2007 
AETOS - Tunnels, drivers of change 
Internationale Tagung für Sprengtechnik 
STUVA - Connections by Tunnels 

www.efee.eu 
www.afpyro.org 
www.congresoaetos.es 
Helga.dornfeld@wifi-ooe.at 
www.stuva.de  
 

2008 Jan 27-30 
Apr 9-11 
June 9-11 
July 13-18 
Oct 6-8 
Sept 3-6 
Sept 19-25 
Sept 22-24 
 

ISEE 34th Annual Conference on Expl & Blasting 
Technique 
New Trends in Research of Energetic Materials 
MassMin 2008 
The 35th International Pyrotechnics Seminar 
AFTES - Building underground for the future 
STEINEXPO 
ITA-AITES World Tunnel Congress 2008 MINEExpo 2008 

www.isee.org 
www.ntrem.com 
www.bergforsk.se/eng_index.htm 
www.ipsusa.org 
www.aftes.asso.fr 
www.steinexpo.de 
www.wtc2008.org 
www.minexpo.com 
 

2009 Feb 8-11 
Apr 26-28 
May 23-28 
June 14-17 
June 22-26 
Sept13-17 
 

ISEE 35th Annual Conference on Expl & Blasting 
Technique  
The  5th EFEE World Conference on Expl and Blasting 
ITA-AITES World Tunnel Congress 2009  
2009 RETC  - Rapid Excavation & Tunneling  
Securing the Future Fragblast-9 

www.isee.org 
www.efee.eu 
www.wtc2009.org 
www.retc.com 
www.securityskelleftease 
www.fragblast.org  
 

 


